ENGLISH I SYLLABUS

2011-2012
Teacher:
Mrs. Sheila Koup


Planning Period: 
4th Hour

Tutoring: 
Monday – Thursday 


Phone Numbers:
Office   583-7428



3:15 – 4:00 






Cell 
750-0126



Later by appointment





Home
583-7088



Email:


skoup@389ks.org

Web Site:         http://www.usd389.net/  ( EJSHS (left side) ( Subject Areas ( English I

NOTE:  Valuable information will be posted on the above site—check it out!

COURSE PURPOSE
Students will be expected to demonstrate a variety of knowledge and skills associated with the study of English language and literature.  Students will be asked to demonstrate a capacity for self-driven study by reading and reporting on the completion of a minimum of three outside reading novels.  Students are required to successfully complete a 2 – 3 page expository research paper demonstrating a grasp of the requirements for conducting research, supporting evidence, and documenting sources.  Students will read, analyze, discuss, and interpret elements of literature demonstrating students’ specific skills as dictated by the Reading and Writing Standards of the State of Kansas.  The following provides a broad overview of the outcomes for this course:

Reading, Writing and Speaking Outcomes
Students will

· read and comprehend a variety of texts across the curriculum

· use skills to construct meaning

· read fluently

· expand vocabulary

· respond to a variety of texts

· use literary concepts to interpret and respond to text

· understand the significance of literature and its contributions to various cultures

· write effectively for a variety of audiences, purposes, and contexts, using the writing process

· apply reading and writing skills to demonstrate learning by using effective and ethical research practices

· speak effectively for a variety of audiences, purposes, occasions, and contexts

COURSE EXPECTATIONS

As you have no doubt been told in the past, anything worth doing is worth doing well.  I expect no less from you than I expect from myself.  I expect that we will all do the work that any worthwhile task requires.  I am not a supporter of so-called “busy work.”  I only assign reading and writing homework that I deem valuable and worthwhile; therefore, I expect that you will do it.  I expect you to participate in class discussions, projects, and activities, to pull your own weight and not take advantage of your classmates. I expect you to read with me, not necessarily liking every work we study, but striving to understand. I expect you to put forth your best efforts, to try difficult assignments and not give up, and to strive for excellence. I expect you to learn about the skill of writing, gaining confidence in your ability to communicate fluently with style and flair.  Please note the tremendous emphasis I place on “you.”  In return for performing to the high expectations I have for you, I will devote my time and energy to being the best teacher I know how to be and will strive to make your time with me entertaining as well as educational.

CLASS RULES

· I am not a fan of listing a whole series of rules for students to follow.  My rules can be summed up in one word—RESPECT.  I will respect you, and I want you to respect not only yourself but others in the room, including me.

ATTENDANCE

I pride myself on being in attendance whenever possible.  As such, I expect you to make every effort to be here everyday.  I realize that people are sometimes ill or experience emergency situations; however, I expect full attendance whenever possible.  Daily points will be awarded for attendance, participation and cooperation.  With the exception of school-sponsored activities, daily points will be deducted for absences.  I also expect you to arrive to class on time, pick up your Quick Write journal, and be seated.  

Special note regarding attendance:  If you are in the building at any time during the day, you are required to turn in that day’s assignment AND get the day’s homework.*

CHEATING

I believe in students doing their own work, and I take a dim view of cheating, not only because it is morally wrong, but more importantly because you only cheat yourself.  My job is to educate you, and part of that education includes teaching you how to learn.  If you cheat, you have learned nothing, cheated yourself, and placed yourself and your classmate(s) in danger of being caught and punished.  In addition, you have insulted my intelligence by assuming that I would not notice the similarities between two pieces of work.  My best advice: DON’T DO IT!  

SUPPLY REQUIREMENTS
Students will need the following list of supplies:

· Planner 

· 2-inch (heavy duty) three-ring binder 

· 3-prong folder with pockets

· 8 tabs – Write on type work better 

· Package of blue or black pens

· Pencils

· Large eraser

· Box of small binder clips

· One package of thin markers – may not be Sharpie Brand

· Package of 100 lined index cards (3” x 5”) – may be white or multi-colored

· Highlighters – at least 4 colors 

· Set of colored pencils

· 2 large glue sticks
· Scissors (helpful not mandatory)

· White out tape (helpful not mandatory)

· Flash drive (helpful not mandatory)

EXPECTATIONS

· BRING TO CLASS EVERYDAY: 
· Planner– Must be on the desk and open to the day’s date EVERY DAY
· Writing utensils
· Paper
· EN I notebook
· Literature book / Novel (when required)
· Assignment(s) due
· Outside reading book and journal
· LATE WORK will NOT be accepted.

· This means you must complete all assignments on time.

· The surest way to have difficulty passing English I is to miss deadlines.  

· It only takes a few zeroes to find yourself in danger of failing.  

· Stay organized, use your planner and get the work completed on time.

· See note about special assignments and projects.*
· QUICK WRITES will be completed at the start of the hour each day.  See Quick Write Guidelines for specific instructions.
· ATTENDANCE

· * See special note above

· If you know in advance that you are going to be absent, please see me before or after class, or before or after school to obtain that day’s assignments.
· Do NOT expect me to use valuable class time to discuss your individual needs.  My focus must be on the needs of the whole class.
· If you are going to be absent for a period of days, please allow me several days notice in order to prepare the handouts, etc., you might need to complete while gone.
· NOTE:  If you are absent for a test, you must make up the test ASAP either during Seminar or after school.  It is your job to get with Mrs. Koup and set up a time.
· E-mail account—all students MUST have an EJSHS SCHOOL e-mail account.

· Written work—ALL written work will be submitted in hard copy format, and in some cases must be submitted electronically to Mrs. Koup’s email address.

· SCHOOL-WIDE POLICIES:  I am a firm believer in following the rules and as such will abide by the rules of this district.
Weekly Assignments
I have found it especially helpful to design my English I course with as much structure as possible; therefore, certain types of assignments will be completed on a weekly basis.  

· WEEKLY VOCABULARY REQUIREMENTS:

· Handouts – Due each Wednesday at the start of the hour

· Crossword puzzles – Due each Wednesday at the start of the hour

· Context Clue Sentences – Due each Wednesday at the start of the hour

· Vocabulary Test – Given every Wednesday

· New Vocabulary handouts, crosswords, and sentences – Passed out every Wednesday after test
· DO YOUR OWN WORK!!!  This means you should not work together with other students to complete these assignments.  If you have trouble, please see me for help.
· NOTE:  I will gladly check a handout for errors in order to help you complete it accurately.
· Vocabulary Stems
· Due every Tuesday
*SPECIAL ASSIGNMENTS / PROJECTS
As per the policy outlined in the Student Handbook, all special projects and assignments, including, but not limited to, the outside reading projects and the research paper for this course fall under this heading.  As such, these projects will be due on their assigned due date regardless of a student’s attendance at school that day.  Prior arrangements must be made to turn the project in on its prospective due date or the student must make arrangements for the project to be delivered to school by the designated date and time. No exceptions will be granted to this policy except as outlined in the School Handbook.

Academic Dishonesty Policy

Academic dishonesty, a basis for disciplinary action, includes but is not limited to activities including cheating and plagiarism (the act of presenting as one’s own the intellectual or creative achievements of someone else without giving proper credit to the source).  It is the policy of this instructor that all such acts will constitute a zero for the work in question.  In addition, the instructor reserves the right to consult with the school’s administration regarding further disciplinary action.

The signatures below indicate that you have read the above information and understand what is expected of students in this class.

_____________________________


________________________________

Student signature




Parent/Guardian signature

Date
___________________



Date
___________________

